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of clothes and other articles for Mrs. Washington
and the children carefully specified with the word
"fashionable" or "very best quality" added. Still
later, when he was President he attended to this
matter of dress with even greater punctilio.

One incident of this early period should not be
passed by unmentioned. Admiral Vernon offered
him an appointment as midshipman in the navy,
but Washington's mother objected so strongly that
Washington gave up the opportunity. We may well
wonder whether, if he had accepted it, his career
might not have been permanently turned aside.
Had he served ten or a dozen years in the navy, he
might have grown to be so loyal to the King, that,
when the Revolution came, he would have been
found in command of one of the King's men-of-war,
ordered to put down the Rebels in Boston, or in New
York. Thus Fate suggests amazing alternatives to
us in the retrospect, but in the actual living, Fate
makes it clear that the only course which could have
happened was thfat which did happen.

In 1751 the health of Washington's brother, Law-
rence, became so bad from consumption that he
decided to pass the winter in a warm climate. He
chose the Island of Barbados, and his brother George
accompanied him. Shortly before sailing, George
was commissioned one of the Adjutants-General of-
